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word processor softwareAn exploratory study of quality of life and psychosocial adjustment among
non-affected adults of a family with a child with either acute lymphoblastic or acute myelogenous
leukaemia. To compare quality of life in a family with a child with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia
(ALL) or acute myelogenous leukaemia (AML) to other cancer patients' families. Exploratory design.
Thirty-five families were invited by the paediatric oncology ward of the VU medical centre, in
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, to participate in the study. The participants of the ALL-group had
been referred to the paediatric oncology ward after the diagnosis of ALL had been established for
their child. The AML-group consisted of parents and children from the biological or adopted families
of patients who had been referred to the paediatric oncology ward after the diagnosis of AML had
been established. A control-group (n = 22) was matched to the AML-group by means of a complex
matching algorithm. The administration of the EORTC QLQ-C30 was performed in September 2001,
and was repeated in March 2002. No differences were found between the groups with respect to
psychosocial adjustment and self-rated health. However, a difference emerged between the ALL-
group and the other two groups. Quality of life was lower in the ALL-group than in the other two
groups. This study suggests that parents and children of children with ALL have to cope with the
problems associated with their child's disease and its treatment during the whole life of their
child.The first steps to a delicate art Picture: David Wainwright Alastair Nixon, the only person to
have been appointed to the UK Court of Appeal as a lay judge, starts his article in Scots Law Review
on defining a judge's proper capacity. The first step is to set out what qualifications we are seeking.
How many words does it take to define it? Historically, it has been somewhat ill-defined. The judge
used to be the person called to hear the dispute. In more recent times it has been increasingly
encompassed within a concept that says that a judge should be able to say something which is
persuasive, logically balanced and fair. The new position of lay judge is one in which the judge is
seeking to do something similar to what would have been done
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